
Socialist Candidate Calls for Change in Obama’s Israel Policy 
 

 
OVERVIEW 

 
On the 43rd anniversary of the Israeli attack on the USS Liberty, socialist candidate 
Eugene E. Ruyle, Peace and Freedom Candidate for Congress, 6th California 
Congressional District (Marin and southern Sonoma Counties) is calling for change in 
Obama’s policy toward Israel and the Middle East. Ruyle charges that the current policy 
only serves the interests of corporate America and makes the world less safe for the 
people of the United States and Israel alike. Ruyle invites his opponents in the 6th 
Congressional race, including incumbent Lynn Woolsey, to discuss this important issue 
in an open forum. 
 

 
STATEMENT 

 
The recent attack by Israeli commandos on the Mavi Marmara, an unarmed vessel in 

international waters, brings to mind another Israeli attack in the same area forty-three 
years ago. 

On June 8, 1967, the fourth day of the Arab Israeli War, the USS Liberty, a virtually 
unarmed intelligence ship, was steaming slowly in international waters off the coasts of 
Gaza and the Sinai Peninsula when it was attacked by Israeli forces. The attack has been 
described as follows: 

 

 At 0800 hrs, 8 June, 1967, eight Israeli recon flights flew over 'Liberty,' which was flying 
a large American flag. At 1400 hrs, waves of low-flying Israeli Mystere and Mirage-III 
fighter-bombers repeatedly attacked the American vessel with rockets, napalm, and cannon. 
The air attacks lasted 20 minutes, concentrating on the ship's electronic antennas and dishes. 
The 'Liberty' was left afire, listing sharply. Eight of her crew lay dead, a hundred seriously 
wounded, including the captain, Commander William McGonagle. 
 At 1424 hrs, three Israeli torpedo boats attacked, raking the burning 'Liberty' with 20mm 
and 40mm shells. At 1431hrs an Israeli torpedo hit the 'Liberty' midship, precisely where the 
signals intelligence systems were located. Twenty-five more Americans died. 
 Israeli gunboats circled the wounded 'Liberty,' firing at crewmen trying to fight the fires. 
At 1515, the crew were ordered to abandon ship. The Israeli warships closed and poured 
machine gun fire into the crowded life rafts, sinking two. As American sailors were being 
massacred in cold blood, a rescue mission by US Sixth Fleet carrier aircraft was 
mysteriously aborted on orders from the White House. ('The USS Liberty': America's Most 
Shameful Secret, by Eric S. Margolis <http://www.lewrockwell.com/orig/margolis12.html>) 
 

Calling this “a cowardly, one-sided attack by a supposed ally,” Admiral Thomas H. 
Moorer noted that 

 

 As we know now, if the rescue aircraft from U.S. carriers had not been recalled, they 
would have arrived at the Liberty before the torpedo attack, reducing the death toll by 25.... 
In the Liberty case, fighters were put in the air not once, but twice. They were ordered to 
stand down by Secretary of Defense McNamara and President Johnson for reasons the 
American public deserves to know. (MEMORANDUM: Attack  on the USS Liberty. 
<http://www.ussliberty.org/moorer3.txt>) 
 

As a former U.S. Marine who served on Navy ships, I am still incredulous that the 
Commander-in-Chief of the most powerful military in history could let men under his 
command be slaughtered in this manner and actually order his fighter planes not to 



protect his men. I still cannot understand why these men died, just as I cannot understand 
U.S. Israel policy since that time. It is a policy that does not serve the people of either the 
United States or Israel. 

I hold President Johnson personally responsible for the deaths of 34 American 
servicemen 43 years ago, and I hold President Obama responsible for the nine deaths on 
the Mavi Marmara. Obama promised us change, but gave us the same failed policy of 
unwavering support for Israeli war crimes. 

It is important to understand these war crimes for what they are, and not as simply 
acts of self defense. I agree with the analysis of Lynda Brayer concerning the attack on 
the Mavi Marmara and her conclusion that “Every single act carried out by the Israeli 
military forces in international waters on May 31, 2010, are unqualifiedly and absolutely 
violations of international law.” (The Legal Framework of International Law. Jewish 
Peace News <http://jewishpeacenews.blogspot.com/2010/06/lynda-brayer-legal-
framework-of.html>) 

It is not enough to condemn these crimes, for they will continue until there is a 180-
degree shift in U.S. foreign policy, from a policy of war and aggression to a policy of 
peace and respect for international law. Historically, U.S. foreign policy has served 
American “interests,” that is, it has been designed to make the world a safe source of 
profits for U.S. corporations. This has not served the American people. The time has 
come—indeed, it is long overdue—for the American people to take their government 
away from the bankers, insurance companies, and corporations. 

Important first steps include immediate withdrawal of all U.S. forces from Iraq and 
Afghanistan and an immediate end to the U.S. subsidy of the Israeli military. The time 
has also come for the U.S. to honor its treaties, not only with the First People of America 
but also with the people of the world. None of these treaties is more important than the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, in which non-nuclear nations agreed to give up the 
right to build nuclear weapons in exchange for which the United States and other nuclear 
nations agreed, in Article VI, “to pursue negotiations in good faith on effective measures 
relating to cessation of the nuclear arms race at an early date and to nuclear disarmament, 
and on a Treaty on general and complete disarmament under strict and effective 
international control.” Israel has never even considered signing this treaty, but there can 
be no peace in the Middle East or the world until these treaties are honored.  

The voters of the Sixth Congressional District—indeed, of every congressional 
district in the U.S.—are entitled to a full discussion of U.S. foreign policy towards Israel 
and the entire Middle East by all of the candidates, including incumbent Lynn Woolsey 

If the world’s outrage at the latest Israeli atrocity forces President Obama and the 
ruling class to re-evaluate U.S. foreign policy, the deaths of the nine martyrs of the Mavi 
Marmara will not have been in vain. Otherwise, the world can expect more of the same. 
 
Eugene E. Ruyle, Peace and Freedom Candidate for Congress, 6th CD (Marin and 
southern Sonoma Counties). Release date: June 8, 2010 
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The Peace and Freedom Party, founded in 1967, is committed 
to socialism, democracy, ecology, feminism and racial equality. 

http://peaceandfreedom.org/ 
 

 


